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SUMMARY
An application to review an existing premises licence for Malinka (formerly International 
Food Shop), 7-8 Wharf Road, Grantham NG31 6BA was submitted to the Licensing 
Authority by Lincolnshire Police on 20 December 2018 under Section 51 of the 
Licensing Act 2003 (‘the Act’).  

Where a relevant application for a review is received, the Licensing Authority must hold 
a hearing to determine the application.  The options available to the Committee are as 
detailed in the recommendations.
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RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the Alcohol, Entertainment and Late-Night Refreshment 
Committee (“the Committee”) consider the application for a review of the premises 
licence relating to a premise known as, Malinka, 7-8 Wharf Road, Grantham NG31 6BA 
and determine to:

a) modify the conditions of the licence;
b) exclude a licensable activity from the licence;
c) remove the designated premises supervisor;
d) suspend the licence for a period not exceeding 3 months; or 
e) revoke the licence.

                
If the Committee decides that none of the above steps are necessary, then it need take 
no action. 

The guidance issued under Section 182 of the Act is:

“In deciding which of these powers to invoke, it is expected that licensing authorities 
should, so far as possible, seek to establish the cause or causes of the concerns which 
the representations identify.  The remedial action taken should generally be directed at 
these causes and should always be no more than an appropriate and proportionate 
response.” (Paragraph 11.20 at page 90 of the Guidance Issued under S182 of the 
Act.)

The Committee should therefore take a stepped approach to the problem and the Committee 
should assess the evidence to seek to understand the cause of the problem.

1. PURPOSE OF THE REPORT

Background:

1.1 On 10 May 2012 an application was received by the Authority for the grant of a 
new premise licence at International Food Shop, 7-8 Wharf Road, Grantham 
NG31 6BA.

1.2 The application was to sell alcohol by retail for consumption off the premises, 
between the hours of 06:00 and 24:00, Monday to Sunday inclusive. The 
premise licence holder and designated premises supervisor (DPS) was to be Mr 
Gashbir Ahmed.

1.3 The consultation date, which stipulates the last day for representations, was set 
for 6 June 2012. 

1.4 During the time of the consultation, Lincolnshire Police and Trading Standards, 
both responsible Authorities under the Licensing Act 2003, submitted 
representations to object to the grant of the licence. (Appendix 1 refers)

1.5 Both representations were under the licensing objectives of the prevention of 
crime and disorder and of public safety.

  



1.6 The representations referred to the seizure of contraband goods by Her 
Majesty’s Revenue and Customs (HMRC) officers at the premises in April 2011. 
This was when the premises did not have a premise licence. Mr Ahmed stated 
that he took over the running of the premises after the time of the HMRC 
seizure of the contraband goods and that he had no interest in the business at 
the time of the seizure of the goods. 

1.7 The police also believed that Mr Ahmed had connections to Mr Alan Hamasala 
who had recently had a premise licence revoked for the premises next door at 9 
Wharf Road, Grantham. This licence had been revoked under the licensing 
objective of the prevention of crime and disorder, counterfeit cigarettes had 
been found on the premises.

1.8 On 29 June 2012 the Alcohol, Entertainment and Late-Night Refreshment (A, E 
& LNR) Committee held a meeting. After hearing all the representations, the 
Committee decided to grant the premise licence to Mr Ahmed. (Appendix 1 
refers) 

1.9 On 10 August 2012 the premise licence and designated premises supervisor 
(DPS) was transferred to Mr Karwan Mustafa.

1.10 On 20 July 2015 the premise licence and DPS was transferred to Mr Arako 
Mustafa Ahmed. The trading name of the premises was changed to Malinka. 
(Appendix 2) 

Present Day Application for Review

1.11 On 20 December 2018 a review of the premise licence was submitted by 
Lincolnshire Police under the licensing objectives of the prevention of crime and 
disorder, public safety and the protection of children from harm. (Appendix 3 
refers)

1.12 The review relates to Police and Trading Standards officers executing a search 
warrant of 6 shipping containers at premises on Rushton Road, Grantham on 
27 November 2018.  

1.13 Inside 4 of these containers was approximately 900’000 cans of beer, a smaller 
amount of wine and spirits, all suspected non-duty paid, and 200’000 counterfeit 
cigarettes, all were seized by HMRC.  

1.14 On 13 December 2018 a visit was made by Police and Trading Standards 
officers to the licensed premises at 7-8 Wharf Road. Alcoholic goods were seen 
in the shop that were identical to those seized by HMRC officers at the 
containers.

1.15 At the time of the visit to the premises, the manager present was Mr Alan 
Hamasala. He said that he had been working at the premises for two and a half 
years.

1.16 During the visit the police also found that there was non-compliance of the 
licensing conditions, the closed-circuit television (CCTV) was not able to retain 



recordings for the required 31 days. No refusal register was in place and the 
staff were not adequately trained.  

2. OTHER OPTIONS CONSIDERED

2.1 There are no other options available 

3. RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

3.1 None identified 

4. RISK AND MITIGATION 

4.1 Risk has been considered as part of this report and any specific high risks are 
included in the table below: 

Category Risk Action / Controls
      Nil  None

5. ISSUES ARISING FROM IMPACT ANALYSIS (EQUALITY, SAFEGUARDING 
etc.)

5.1 Not Applicable

6. CRIME AND DISORDER IMPLICATIONS

6.1 Crime and disorder implications will be considered in accordance with the 
licensing objective and the duty to consider in accordance with s.17 of the 
Crime and Disorder Act 1998

7. COMMENTS OF FINANCIAL SERVICES

7.1 There are no specific financial implications associated with this report, however, 
in the event of an applicant, responsible authority or interested person making 
an appeal against a decision which was then subsequently upheld, the council 
may incur additional legal costs.

8. COMMENTS OF LEGAL AND DEMOCRATIC SERVICES

8.1 The Licensing Act 2003 provides a procedure whereby a premises licence can 
be reviewed at any time on the application of an interested party or a 
responsible authority. On receipt of an application for review of a licence, the 
council is obliged to hold a hearing to consider the application. In determining 
the application, the Committee should consider the Guidance issued under 
S182 of the Act and the Council’s own statement of licensing policy, together 
with all representations. The decision of the Committee should be no more than 
an appropriate and proportionate response to the concerns raised.



9. COMMENTS OF OTHER RELEVANT SERVICES 

9.1 Not Applicable

10. APPENDICES

1 Committee Report incuding Lincolnshire Police and Trading Standards 
Representations June 2012

2 Premise Licence issued July 2015
3 Lincolnshire Police Review December 2018

11. BACKGROUND PAPERS

Statement of Licensing Policy, 6 January 2016.
           www.southkesteven.gov.uk/licensingpolicy

          Guidance issued under section 182 of the Licensing Act 2003
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachme
nt_data/file/705588/Revised_guidance_issued_under_section_182_of_the_Licensing_
Act_2003__April_2018_.pdf
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